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“The Rest of the (Christmas) Story 
 

 

The great radio personality Paul Harvey was famous for signing off his broadcasts by saying "and now you've 
heard … the rest of the story."  Today we get "the rest of the Christmas story", and it's not the sort of feel good 
ending Mr. Harvey was famous for in his radio tales. Matthew gives us a hard story today - not so much hard 
to believe as hard to accept. That violence claims innocents in this world is not news... that the child Jesus 
was an intended target not hard to fathom either. That he escaped when others didn't however is. Of 
course, it does us little good to speculate about what if Herod's soldiers had found Jesus - they didn't. 

 

- a criticism not always unwarranted by the 
way. There is nothing wrong with faith seeking answers, but faith cannot rest on them - or its not faith, and 
what we cling to not hope. 

 
I remember once listening to an interview on CNN with a man from India, whose wife was a passenger on 
the Malaysian Airlines flight that simply vanished over the Indian ocean, and to this day has not been found. 
He was asked if after three weeks of searching he held out any hope the plane would be found, and his wife 
might still be alive. He replied quite tersely "I have no use for hope in my life - I am swayed only by facts 
and reason." 

 
When such folks hear the Christmas story that speaks of "good news of great joy to all on whom God's favor 
rests", they're un-swayed- for if you have no room for hope in your life, you probably have little room for 
joy either. Joy emanates out of anticipation and conviction of things unseen. Joy lives beyond the 
moment, it abides through times and events that are sad, even tragic, believing against all appearances that 
Longfellow was correct - right shall prevail, wrong will fail and there will be peace and goodwill among us 
one day. 

 

But Matthew let the sad, shocking report of the holy innocents form "the rest of our Lord's nativity story." 
I believe in so doing he renders powerless any accusation that Christianity is "naYve" - soft optimism.  We 
know how the world is - it's part of our sacred story. Even when Luke ends his Christmas story saying the 
child Jesus was presented in the temple on the 40th day of his life, his parents met a man named Simeon 
who was filled with joy at seeing the child and blessed him, and Jesus returned with his parents to Nazareth 
in Galilee with no mention of Herod or a flight to Egypt whatsoever, there is a note of sobriety. 
 
But Simeon, in his otherwise effusive blessing of the child, said Jesus was destined to be the rising and 
falling of many in Israel, to be a sign that was opposed, and that Mary's heart would be pierced by those 
whose "thoughts" were revealed by her child. Simeon knows what Matthew reports - Jesus reveals the truth 
about us. Herod was among the first whose "thoughts were revealed' and they were not pleasant ones. 
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Jesus did that for you - gave you a clean heart, renewed a right spirit within you. And the dreadfully 
difficult, painful story of the innocents reveals just what an enormous task that was for God to accomplish. 
Herod, the first of many hearts to have its thoughts revealed by Jesus, shows what we can be. But you 
are in Christ.   You love Jesus because he first loved you ... the transforming power of the gospel is in you. 
You are not naive about the world, nor your own sinfulness. You are a Christian - a holy innocent through 
of the blood of Jesus.  That is the rest of the story. AMEN 

 


