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In Deuteronomy 18, God tells the people of Israel, "there shall not be found among you any-
one ...who practices divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer or a charmer or a 
medium ...for whoever does these things is an abomination to the Lord" The 
passage goes on to say it's precisely because there are people who do these things in Canaan that the 
Lord is driving them out - so Israel can dwell there. 

 

that "practicers of magic" took 
their books, valued at 50,000 pieces of silver, and burned them. 

Christians to "live as children of the light ...have 
nothing to do with fruitless deeds of darkness." 

 
gospel of 

Matthew. Popularly, if incorrectly known as "kings", these visitors, however many 

 
 

like Simeon and 
Anna, Jerusalem residents who Luke 2 says "looked forward to the consolation 

 
 

in this case represent-
ed by Magi, those "practicers of magic" and, as Deuteronomy 18 asserts, 

manger and that mother. Second, 
Matthew is saying to Israel "you have your king back." Not 
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about a God of love revealed to the nation of Israel - but ultimately sung all "people who walked 

simply in order to have 
at it - to take from it or impose themselves upon it. 

 
when 

Jesus, "conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit - was born of the Virgin Mary." Magi, Israel, the nations, 
the church, our congregations, you and I, in ways unique to each, walk in 

 
 

piece of creation as their 
own - giving little regard much less reverence to its Creator. In the 

 
 

 

   AMEN. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


