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In an episode of the Andy Griffith show entitled "Mountain Wedding", actor Denver Pyle plays a 

Exasperated with Deputy Fife, he turns to Sheriff Andy and says, 
"is he one of ours?" 
 

Tempted … if it were not so common for 
us to fail our eye exams that is.  
 
What are the essentials 

engage and what should it avoid?  Or as Ecclesiastes 3:5 puts it "to everything there is a season 
…    

 

decisive 
in his response. "Don't stop them … whoever is not against us is for us." Sometimes the 

and rule of Christ on earth... the imperative of 
our Lord to believe and be baptized... the necessity of personal self-examination and repentance for the 
forgiveness of sin.   

 
But we've no luxury these days in the church and perhaps no warrant from our Lord to quibble about who is 
one of us, and who isn’t.  Believers of the Lord Jesus ought to know and hold dearly the doctrines of the 
church and strive for consistency between inner conviction and outward behavior.   We all must do that. 
But what to do about those for whom we are not sure? Who may, in ways we don't recognize or 
approve, are nonetheless "casting out demons" in Jesus' name? Let me give an example. I recently read 
a blog-post titled "Pray for Kanye." I suspect a good share of you in this room aren't quite sure who that 
is.    It's Kanye West - a rap music artist of no little renown - in fact his "renown" was at one time about 
the only thing Kanye seemed to care about. 
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they 

dissed him … What have you been hearing from the Christians ...they'll be the first to judge me, 
make it feel like nobody loves me … only if they knew what I knew, uh, I was never new ’till I 
knew of the true and living God .. The true and living God.   Somebody pray for me.” 

 
How many criteria would we apply and what would they be - what would our 

you hear … with the measure 
you use it will be used against you” and from today's lesson these ... "whoever is not against us is for 
us, and "whoever welcomes one of these little children 

 
new 

faith.  It may be he is reaching an audience for Jesus’ few, if any, in the room who would even get a word 
in edgewise.  believer more than the 
great "dis-believer" Satan.  And in the places the likes of Kanye West runs, 

Christ.  Serving - "working out our 
salvation with fear and trembling” as Philippians 2:12 says, but working it out under the lavish love and 
grace of the one who was so eager to save, and who, on the cross, made you one of his. 
 
To Him be the glory. 
 
Amen.  


