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Order of Worship + September 27, 2020 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Prelude      

Welcome and Announcements 

• New service times starting Sunday, October 4:  8:15am and 10:15am 

• Sunday School will begin at 9:15am in Fellowship Hall 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C: Amen 

 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

  Please take a few moments for silent reflection.  

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 
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Announcement of God’s Forgiveness 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 

his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 

the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

Opening Song:                 “Tis So Sweet”                            Larry Bonier                         

Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus 

And to take him at his word 

Just to rest upon his promise 

And to know, "Thus saith the Lord." 

 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! 

How I've proved him o'er and o'er! 

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 

O for grace to trust him more! 

 

O how sweet to trust in Jesus, 

Just to trust his cleansing blood 

And in simple faith to plunge me 

'neath the healing, cleansing flood! 

 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! 

How I've proved him o'er and o'er! 

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 

O for grace to trust him more! 

 

Yes, 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus 

Just from sin and self to cease 

Just from Jesus simply taking 

Life and rest, and joy and peace 

 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! 

How I've proved him o'er and o'er! 

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 
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O for grace to trust him more! 

 

I'm so glad I learned to trust thee 

Precious Jesus, Savior, friend 

And I know that thou art with me 

Wilt be with me to the end 

 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! 

How I've proved him o'er and o'er! 

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 

O for grace to trust him more! 

 

 Salutation 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

Communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Kyrie 

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord 

C: Amen. 
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* Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray… 

C: Heavenly Father, when called to do your will, we often respond with 

enthusiasm, yet in our human weakness, we fail to follow through. 

Strengthen us with your grace poured out through your Son, so that we 

may overcome our weakness and follow you in the way of life; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

First Lesson     Ezekiel 18:25-32 

  “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is 

my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person 

turns from their righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because 

of the sin they have committed they will die. 27 But if a wicked person turns 

away from the wickedness they have committed and does what is just and 

right, they will save their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they 

have committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they 

will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are 

my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 

 30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your 

own ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your 

offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the 

offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. 

Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of 

anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live! 

L:   The Word of the Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God 

                                                                                         Psalm 25:1-10 

Read responsively with the congregation reading the words in bold 
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L: In you, LORD my God, I put my trust. 

C: I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies 

triumph over me. 

L: No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will 

come on those who are treacherous without cause. 

C: Show me your ways, LORD, teach me your paths. 

L: Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and 

my hope is in you all day long. 

C: Remember, LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of 

old. 

L: Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; 

according to your love remember me, for you, LORD, are good. 

C: Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in his 

ways. 

L: He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way. 

C: All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful toward those who 

keep the demands of his covenant. 

 

 

Second Lesson                                                                   Philippians 2:1-13 

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with 

Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if 

any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do 

nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 

others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you 

to the interests of the others. 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 

Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
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God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself 

nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death - even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 

name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 

acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in 

my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out 

your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to 

will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

 

L:   The Word of the Lord. 

 

C:   Thanks be to God 

Gospel Announcement  Matthew 21:23-32 

P:   The Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief 

priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you 

doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 

24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I 

will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—

where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, 

‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John 

was a prophet.” 



7 

 

 

27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things. 

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to 

the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 

29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 

answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 

31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

“The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came 

to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, 

but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, 

you did not repent and believe him. 

  
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    

 

C:   Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message                                                              Lynnae Douglas 

 

Sermon                          Kyle Jones 
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Sermon Song   “Standing on the Promises”                  Larry Bonier  
1 Standing on the promises of Christ my king, 

through eternal ages let his praises ring; 

glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 

standing on the promises of God. 

 

Refrain: 

Standing, standing, 

standing on the promises of God my Savior; 

standing, standing, 

I’m standing on the promises of God. 

 
2 Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 

when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 

by the living Word of God I shall prevail, 

standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

 
3 Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 

bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord, 

overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword, 

standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

 
4 Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 

listening every moment to the Spirit’s call, 

resting in my Savior as my all in all, 

standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

Please stand after song concludes 

Apostles’ Creed 

A: Let us profess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 
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ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

* Prayers of the Church 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs.   

 

After each petition of the prayers: 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

 

The prayers conclude  

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen 

*Peace of Christ 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: You may share a sign of peace with your family members or to 

others without leaving your pew (waving, nodding, etc.) 

* The Great Thanksgiving    

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, 

through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the 

grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

 

 And so, with the Church on earth, and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

C: Holy, holy holy are you, God of power and might:  Heaven and earth 

are filled with your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is the One 

who comes in your name.  Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the 

highest! 

 

* Words of Institution   

P: In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink; saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this as 

often as you drink it, for the remembrance of me. 

* Lord’s Prayer  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.   
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 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen.   

 

 

P:    You may be seated. The table is prepared.   

 

Communion is distributed          

 

Please Stand for the Blessing 

 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

A: Amen. 

 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray.  Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and 

unite the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

  

A: *Benediction   

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace. In the 

name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
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*Closing Music      “Go My Children”                                WOV #721 

  

 
 
 

* Dismissal   (Said from front of church)  

A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 


