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Order of Worship + August 23, 2020 

Twelth Sunday after Pentecost 

Prelude                                                                             Nicole Moritz 

Welcome and Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C: Amen 

 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

  Please take a few moments for silent reflection.  

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen 

Announcement of God’s Forgiveness 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 

his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister 
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of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

Opening Song                         “Built on the Rock”   LBW #365 (vss. 1-3) 

 

 

Salutation 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

Communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
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P: Let us pray… 

C:  Almighty God, your mercy endures forever, revealed through 

your Son’s life, death, and resurrection. With faithful followers 

of all generations, make us boldly declare Jesus as Lord and 

proclaim his redeeming and reconciling work to all people; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

First Lesson      Isaiah 51:1–6  

 1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who 

seek the Lord:  Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the 

quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to 

Sarah, who gave you birth.  When I called him he was only one man, and I 

blessed him and made him many.  3 The Lord will surely comfort Zion and 

will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like 

Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the Lord. Joy and gladness will be 

found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 

 4 “Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go 

out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. My 

righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my 

arm will bring justice to the nations. The islands will look to me and wait 

in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth 

beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 

garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my salvation will last 

forever, my righteousness will never fail. 

 

L:   The Word of the Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God 

Psalm                                                                                       Psalm 138 

Prayed responsively with the congregation reading the words in bold 
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L: I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; before the “gods” I will 

sing your praise. 

C: I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your 

name for your unfailing love and your faithfulness, for you have 

so exalted your solemn decree that it surpasses your fame. 

L: When I called, you answered me; you greatly emboldened me. 

C: May all the kings of the earth praise you, Lord, when they hear 

what you have decreed. 

L: May they sing of the ways of the Lord, For the glory of the Lord is 

great. 

C: Though the Lord is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly; though 

lofty, he sees them from afar. 

L: Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life.  You 

stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; with your right 

hand you save me. 

C: The Lord will vindicate me; your love, Lord, endures forever - 

do not abandon the works of your hands. 

 

Second Lesson                                                             Romans 11:33–12:8 

 33Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been his 

counselor?” 35 “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?” 
36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the 

glory forever! Amen. 

 

 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, 

to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God - this is 

your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect 

will. 

 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of 

yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 

sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of 

you. 
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  4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 

members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though 

many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We 

have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift 

is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is 

serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then 

give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do 

it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

 

L:   The Word of the Lord.                                     

C:   Thanks be to God 

Gospel Announcement  Matthew 16:13–20  

P:      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the  

         sixteenth chapter. 

C:     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  14 They replied, “Some 

say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets.” 
 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 

God.” 
 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was 

not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And 

I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 

the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he 

ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon  Kyle Jomes  



6 

 

 

Sermon   Pastor Ken Nelson 

 

Sermon Song  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service     LBW #423          
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Apostles Creed 

A: Let us profess the faith of the Church with the words of the Apostles’ 

Creed: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.   

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead.   

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs… 

 

A: Holy Father, help us to rightly confess Christ is Lord by being 

conformed to his image and not to the world. Transform us by your 

living Word and renew our minds so that we may discern your good 

and righteous will. 

 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We commend into your gracious care all students, teachers, 

administrators and parents who are preparing for this upcoming 

school year in a very different landscape. Grant wisdom and 

forbearance to all those who navigate the education of students 

during this time. Bless all those who teach and all those who learn, 

that your knowledge would enlighten their lives and draw them 
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nearer to yourself. 

 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for those who hold offices of authority, that they would 

govern with equity and honesty, be free from greed, and serve the 

needs of their constituents by acting wisely and justly. Bring about 

your peace in the world, and begin in us by reigning in our hearts 

with the peace of Christ.  

 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We praise you Father that though you are high and exalted, you care 

for the lowly. Comfort those who are brought low by anxiety or 

despair. May they know that you are not far off from their troubles 

but see them and hear their cries for help. 

 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

 

A: O Lord our God, we commend to your fatherly goodness all those 

who are dear to us that suffer affliction or distress in mind, body, 

vocation, finances, or relationships. Pour out your healing mercies 

upon them, and especially upon Elizabeth Scott and Bishop Emeritus 

John Bradowsky. We praise you that their injuries were not as severe 

as they could have been and ask you to grant them hope and 

endurance in their long recoveries. 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

The prayers conclude  

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen 

Peace of Christ 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Lord’s Prayer  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen.   

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace.  

C Amen. 

 

Closing Music       “Amazing Grace/Light of God”            Chris Dudzik 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

May the light of God shine on us today  

May the light of God shine on us today  

May he show us where to travel, lead us back if we should stray 

May the light of God shine on us today 
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May the love of God live in us today 

May the love of God live in us today 

May the warmth we feel within us, show in all we so and say 

May the love of God live in us today 

 

May the peace of God be with us today 

May the peace of God be with us today 

May he guide us and protect us as we go our separate ways 

May the peace of God be with us today 

Dismissal     

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                                                                Nicole Moritz 

 

Participants for Service Recording: 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Ken Nelson 

Assisting Minister: Lynnae Douglas 

Musicians: Nicole Moritz & Chris Dudzik 

Lector: Kyle Jones 

Children’s Sermon: Kyle Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All music used in our worship services is used with permission:    

CCLI License #1538788 & Sundays and Seasons (Augsburg Fortress) License #43651 

 


